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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

City Hall Open Day – 16th July, 2011. 
 
 
The Open Day at City Hall on Saturday 16th July proved a resounding success.  
The occasion proved a “first” for the house and was hosted by His Worship the 
Mayor, Anthony J. P. Lombard, assisted by staff of the Ministry of Culture, 
together with representatives of both the Fine Arts Society of Gibraltar and the 
“History Alive” Re-enactment Group, the latter in their colourful period costumes. 
 
The day saw over 450 Gibraltarians and visitors pass through the doors of City 
Hall to view the splendid architectural and decorative neo-classical features of 
the house. 
  
The visitors ranged from residents of Gibraltar to tourists visiting Gibraltar for the 
day, including visitors from Spain.   
 
Age was no bar to the event, given the guests ranged from as young as one 
week old Hayley Marie Holmes, born on the 9th July, 2011, the daughter of 
Marie & Tyson Holmes, plus two week old Shavit Shay, born on the 30th June, 
2011, the daughter of Eran and Ayelet Shay, who were also accompanied by 
their young sons Amit (8) and Ohad (5), to 97 year old Mr. J. Sciacaluga, a 
frequent correspondent to the local press and retired School Teacher. 
 
The Mayor was on his feet throughout the day and much in demand for either a 
personal tour, explaining much of the history of the house and details of 
decoration and their meaning or symbolism, or for photographs with the visitors, 
sporting the Mayoral Chain of Office. 
 
A special highlight of the day was the visit by the Gibraltar Special Olympics 
team, together with their trainers and some parents, lead by the dedicated Annie 
Risso.   
 
The team has recently achieved many successes in the field in Greece and 
proudly sported their medals.  One of the team members, Carlos, took the 
opportunity to present the Mayor with a set of Grecian “worry beads”, which are 
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extremely popular in Greece, and so as to assist the Mayor with his levels of 
stress ! 
 
Many members of the Hebrew community also took the opportunity of the 
Sabbath, to visit the house, after Synagogue and the Mayor was particularly 
pleased to be able to welcome them all, to one of the iconic building of Gibraltar, 
erected by their co-religionist, the famous Aaron Cardozo, 200 years ago, in 
1815. 
 
The Minister for Housing, The Hon. Fabian Vinet, whose ministerial department 
shares City Hall with the Mayor, also visited during the Open Day, in the 
company of his young son and father.  They joined in the Mayor’s tours of the 
public rooms and received a special and humorous welcome from the Mayor. 
 
As always, the Mayoral Chain of Office, attracted much interest and was much 
photographed and inspected.  
 
Members of the Gibraltar Photographic Society also took the opportunity to scout 
out interesting locations, within the house, to photograph and discussed with the 
Mayor their wish to photograph him in his robes and regalia, in different corners 
of the house, depicting angles not previously recorded and all of which they 
wished to undertake before the conclusion of the Mayor’s term of office, in two 
weeks time.  
 
The Mayor should wish to thank the general public for their overwhelming 
support of the day and the many expressions of encouragement, regularly voiced 
throughout the day. It proved an enormous pleasure and privilege to throw open 
the doors of City Hall and to be able to receive so very many visitors.   
 
The Mayor is especially grateful to the Chief Minister for his enthusiasm for the 
project from inception.  

 


